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To all whom it may concern s

Be it known that I, THoMAS S. SmrirH, of
St. Louis, Missouri, have made a new and use-
ful Improvement in Carriage-Boots, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription, reference being had to the annexed
-drawings, making part ot this specification,
in which— ‘

Figure 1is a view, in perspective, of a car-
riage-body having the improvem ent, a portion
of the tail-board being broken away to show
the fastening-strap; and Figs. 2,3,4,and 5
are details, being, respectively, a vertical sec-
tion taken through the rear end of the con-
struction and showing the fastening-strap, a

similar section showing the strip in the corner

of the body, a view looking upward from the

bottom of the carriage-body and showing a
portion of the boot and the side and tail boards
of the body, and a view showing the prefer-
able mode of attaching the fastening-strap to
the earriage-body. :

The same letters denote the same parts.

The present invention relates especially to
the mode of fastening the boot.

Heretofore it has been castomary to form a
carriage-boot of a piece of leather or canvas,
and to fasten it to the ¢arriage-body by but-
toning or strapping it thereto. This reqyiires
buttons or straps all around the carriage-box
wherever the boot comes, and it involves the
necessity of unbuttoning or uustrapping the
boot whenever it is raised or opened.

The aim of this improvement is to provide
means for more readily opening and closing
the boot, and for dispensing with buttons,
straps, and fastenings upon the ountside of the
carriage-box.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
carriage-body having the present improve-
ment. B represents the boot.” It consists of
‘leather or similar material, s, having its edge
stiffened with a strip, o’,"and mounted upon
aframe, C. T ‘

" The boot in shape conforms to the curva-
ture or outline of the carriage-box, varying to
suit the style of the latter, and is made to pro-
ject slightly from the sides of the box, as
shown.

The frame C consists, preferably, of the end
bar, ¢, side bars, ¢/, and suitable cross-bars,

(not shown,) and is made to fit down within
the carriage-box, the end of the frame, when
the boot is closed, resting upon corner strips
@, which are arranged in the rear corners of
the box, and as shown more distinctlyin Fig. 3.

The boot at its upper end, 1?, is attached to
the carriage-body by buttons or straps, or
other similar fastenings. At its lower end
and on its under side it is furnished with a
hook, %

D represents an elastic extensible connee-
tion, preferably a rubber strap, which, at its
inner or lower end, is made to be attached to
a projection, E, upon the inside of the car-
riage-box, and which may be either a hook, as
in Fig. 2, or a button, as in Fig. 5. I prefer
the latter, as the strap can be Dbetter held
thereon when its upper end is detached from
the boot. The upper end of the strap is made
to hook onto the hook 7.

The strap is of such length as to keep the
boot down wupon the carriage- box, saving
when the latter is forcibly lifted, as indicated
by the dotted lines in Iig. 1, the operation
being as follows: When it is desired to open
the boot its lower end is raised, causing the
strap to stretch sufficiently for the hand to be
inserted, whereupon the strap is detached
from the hook 17 leaving the boot free to be
turned or bent upon the fastenings at its npper
end, and to be opened to any desired extent.
The boot is closed again by reconnecting the
strap with the hook /3.

A coiled spring may be used in place of the
strap D.

I am aware that buggies having boots
hinged to the body in the rear of the seat
have heretofore been used.

I claim—

1. In combination with a carriage-box, the
boot B, attached at its upper end to the car-
riage-box, aud having the hook 13, the elastic
connection D, and button B, substantially as
deseribed.

2. The combination of the body A, boot B,
elastic connection D, and fastenings 4° E, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

THOMAS 8. SMITH,

Witnesses:

PATL BAKEWELL,
C. D. Moobpy.




